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of his relations with the South Carolina representa-
tives, and dwelt with emphasis on the fact, news of
which had just reached Washington, of the occupa-
tion of Fort Moultrie and Castle Pinckney by South
Carolina troops, and of the seizure of the arsenal
and all its contents. The commissioners replied in
an exceedingly intemperate rejoinder, which the
President declined to receive, and they thereupon at
once returned to Charleston.

Considered as diplomatists, it cannot be said that
the South Carolina commissioners achieved any dis-
tinction in their newly adopted profession by their
performance of the task entrusted to them. They
allowed their temper completely to run away with
them; they chose to indulge in the luxury of crimi-
nation and recrimination. Any men in the least
accustomed to the ways of the world, as these three
gentlemen undoubtedly were, would have known,
had they not been so excited and enraged, that the
demands which they made on the President to order
Anderson back to Fort Moultrie, and, afterwards, to
withdraw the United States troops from Charleston
Harbor, were utterly inadmissible. Such demands
are never made among civilized nations unless by a
very strong nation upon a very weak one, or upon
one in some great strait, or unless it is expected that
they will be refused, and thus furnish a basis for a
declaration of war. Had Mr. Buchanan yielded to
these demands, especially when it became known in
what intemperate and peremptory language they were
couched, he would have stood in great danger of
being impeached.